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ENGLISH IV HONORS  

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

 2018-2019 

Mrs. Danielle Miller 

damiller@ewingboe.org 
      Assignment: 

1)  Select and read ONE novel from the list provided.  *Most of these books contain mature themes. 

2)  While reading, create a list of words that you do not know.  Cite the exact line with page number.  Find 

the dictionary definition for the word.  Cite which dictionary you use.  

(10 MINIMUM, use the format provided*).  NUMBER YOUR ENTRIES. 

3)   Dialectical Notebook:  DIALECTIC refers to a method of examining ideas by questioning. 

DIALECTICAL NOTEBOOK is an examination of meaning to make sense of the text you read.  As you 

read, find sections/quotes from the text which you would like to further analyze.   

(15 MINIMUM, use the format provided*).  NUMBER YOUR ENTRIES. 

4)  It should be typed in MLA format (Double-spaced, 12 pt Times New Roman font, 1” margins, proper 

citation format, and proper heading including: name, date, and semester/block).  Your book’s author 

and title should be the title.   

5)  SHARE with me via GOOGLE docs to damiller@ewingboe.org no matter 

which semester you have English, by WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 5TH. 
 

 “Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates (nonfiction) 

“Between the World and Me” is a father’s brutally honest letter to his son about 

the realities of being a black person in the United States. Drawing from Ta-Nehisi 

Coates’ youth in Baltimore, it is strikingly bleak about the future of racial 

progress in America — Coates firmly indicates that the long American history of 

white supremacy and violence directed towards black people is unlikely to ever 

change. The book has enjoyed resounding success, topping the New York Times’ 

bestseller list and securing Coates the National Book Award. He sums up the 

deeply broken state of race in America with a simple statement: “Fully 60 

percent of all young black men who drop out of high school will go to jail. This 

should disgrace the country. But it does not.” 

 

Black Like Me*  by John Howard Griffin (nonfiction) 

Black Like Me is a non-fiction book by journalist John Howard Griffin first published in 

1961 (it was made into a film in 1964). The book describes Griffin's (a white native of 

Mansfield, Texas) six-week experience traveling throughout the racially segregated 

states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia passing as a black man. Sepia 

Magazine financed the project in exchange for the right to print the account first as a 

series of articles.  Griffin kept a journal of his experiences; the 188-page diary was the 

genesis of the book.  In 1959, at the time of the book's writing, race relations were 

particularly strained in North America; Griffin's aim was to explain the difficulties 

facing black people in certain areas. To expedite this, under the care of a doctor, 

Griffin artificially darkened his skin to pass as a black man. 
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The Glass Castle* by Jeannette Walls 

Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were 

both their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the 

beginning, they lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in 

the mountains. Later, when the money ran out, the Walls retreated to the dismal West 

Virginia mining town -- and the family -- Rex Walls had done everything he could to 

escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money and disappeared for days. As the 

dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend 

for themselves, supporting one another as they weathered their parents' betrayals 

and, finally, found the resources and will to leave home.  

 

The Handmaid’s Tale* by Margaret Atwood 

Of The Handmaid's Tale, Margaret Atwood's dystopian, futuristic novel, New York 

Times editor Christopher Lehmann-Haupt warns, "It's a bleak world . . . how bleak and 

even terrifying we will not fully realize until the story's final pages."  In the Republic 

of Gilead, formerly the United States, women are strictly controlled, unable to have 

jobs or money and assigned to various classes.  Set in Cambridge, Massachusetts, the 

novel presents a totalitarian theocracy that has forced a certain class of fertile women 

to produce babies for elite barren couples. These "handmaids," who are denied all 

rights and are severely beaten if they are uncooperative, are reduced to state 

property. Through the voice of Offred, a handmaid who mingles memories of her life 

before the revolution with her rebellious activities under the new regime, Atwood has 

created a terrifying future based on actual events. 

 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 

Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur 

Dent is plucked off the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised 

edition of The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been 

posing as an out-of-work actor. Together this dynamic pair begin a journey through 

space aided by quotes from The Hitchhiker's Guide ("A towel is about the most 

massively useful thing an interstellar hitchhiker can have") and a galaxy-full of fellow 

travelers. Why are we born? Why do we die? For all the answers stick your thumb to 

the stars. And don't forget to bring a towel! 

 

The Hate U Give* by Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 

neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. 

The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses 

the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police 

officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. 

Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. 

Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local 

drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know 

is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can 

answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her 

community. It could also endanger her life. 
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I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter* by Erika L. Sanchez 

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of 

their parents’ house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never 

abandon their family. But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was 

Olga’s role. Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead 

and Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one 

seems to acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to 

channel her grief into pointing out every possible way Julia has failed. But it’s not 

long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as everyone 

thought. With the help of her best friend Lorena, and her first kiss, first love, first 

everything boyfriend Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what 

she seemed? Or was there more to her sister’s story? And either way, how can Julia 

even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible ideal?  

 

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a 

fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 

1959. They carry with them everything they believe they will need from home, but 

soon find that all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed 

on African soil. What follows is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and 

remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades in postcolonial Africa. 

 

 

Start Something That Matters by Blake Mycoskie (nonfiction) 

The incredible story of the man behind TOMS Shoes and One for One, the 

revolutionary business model that marries fun, profit, and social good 

Why this book is for you:  

• You’re ready to make a difference in the world—through your own start-up 

business, a nonprofit organization, or a new project that you create within your 

current job. 

• You want to love your work, work for what you love, and have a positive impact on 

the world—all at the same time. 

• You’re inspired by charity: water, method, and FEED Projects and want to learn how 

these organizations got their start.  

  

Tao of Pooh by Benjamin Hoff 

Winnie the Pooh has a certain way about him, a way of doing things which has made 

him the world's most beloved bear. And Pooh's Way, as Benjamin Hoff brilliantly 

demonstrates, seems strangely close to the ancient Chinese principles of Taoism. The 

'Tao of Pooh' explains Taoism by Winnie the Pooh and explains Winnie the Pooh by 

Taoism. It makes you understand what A.A. Milne probably meant when he said he 

didn't write the Pooh-books for children in the first place.  Over the centuries Taoism 

classic teachings were developed and divided into philosophical, monastic, and folk 

religious forms. All of these could be included under the general heading of Taoism. 

But the basic Taoism is simply a particular way of appreciating, learning from, and 

working with whatever happens in everyday life. From the Taoist point of view, the 

natural result of this harmonious way of living is happiness. 
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ENGLISH IV HONORS  

SUMMER ASSESSMENT FORMAT 
Name 

Date 

Fall 2018/ Block # OR Spring 2019/Block # 

Summer Assessment 

Book Title by Author 

English IV Honors:  Vocabulary Format 

FIND TEN VOCABULARY WORDS FROM VARYING  

PARTS OF THE TEXT.   

Place the word in bold within the quoted line.  (10 minimum) 

Example: 

1.  Word:   Perjury    

Dictionary Definition:  noun - “Violation of an oath by knowingly swearing to what is untrue; false 

swearing” (Merriam-Webster 660). 

Sentence from the book:  “It’s an abominable thing to curse/ and swear, it says: but perjury is 

worse” (Chaucer 249).        

 
English IV Honors:  Dialectical Notebook Format 

FIFTEEN DIALECTICAL NOTES (FROM VARYING PARTS OF THE TEXT) are required.  Select 

quotes thoughtfully!  Find sections which will allow for thorough analysis and exploration. NUMBER 

EACH ENTRY! (15 minimum) 

 

DIALECTIC refers to a method of examining ideas by questioning. 

DIALECTICAL NOTEBOOK is an examination of meaning to make sense of the text you read.   

 

The following format can be achieved by inserting a TABLE. 
   

COLLECTIONS       CONNECTIONS 

The left side is labeled COLLECTIONS and 

it includes parts of the text that intrigue, 

puzzle, anger, etc.   This should be exact 

wording from the text, quoted, and cited with 

the author’s last name and page number.  

 

The right side is labeled CONNECTIONS.  This is the 

section for critically engaging the passage you collected.  

You can paraphrase it, connect it to ideas you have 

read/viewed before, respond personally to actual events from 

your personal life or real world history.  You may also 

analyze and explain the elements of literature expressed, 

such as symbolism, realism, diction, allusion, etc. 

 

Example: Dialectical Notebook for The Canterbury Tales 

COLLECTIONS       CONNECTIONS 

1. “What the child says is right; you’d best be 

wary, This very year he killed, in a large 

village A mile away, man, woman, serf at 

tillage, Page in the household, children – all 

there were.  Yes, I imagine that he lives round 

there.  It’s well to be prepared in these alarms, 

He might do you dishonor” (Chaucer 250). 

1. This passage has a townsperson warning the three men to 

beware of the character “Death”; this is literally death 

personified. As this was written in the Middle Ages, it is 

referring to “Death” causing the plague, or “Black Death,” 

which was so prevalent at that time.  This plague killed 

warning and without consideration; no man, woman, or 

child was safe from the disease. 

 

HEADER - Insert page    

    numbers –upper RIGHT –    

    click on number and add  

    your last name in front of the 

    number 

HEADING – look to the left –  

    It will always include, name, 

    date, block, and assignment 

TITLE – should be your book 

    and author 

Utilize proper MLA citation format 

 “Quote” (Last name Page Number). 


